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That arguments such as these, culminating in an
absurdity like this, and starting with the assump-
tion that it is possible to animate a manufacturer's
office with the spirit of soldiers facing an enemy's
guns, should actually emanate from sane men would
be unbelievable, if the arguments were not being
repeated from day to day by men who, in some
respects, are far from being incompetent reasoners.
Indeed, many of them themselves would, it seems,
be extremely doubtful with regard to the plasticity
imputed by them to human nature, if it were not
for a theory of society which is not peculiar to
socialism. This is the theory that, in any com-
munity or nation in which each citizen is completely
free to express his will by his vote, and realises the
extent of the power which thus resides in him, the
will of the majority has practically no limits to its
efficiency, and will be able in the future to bring
about moral changes, which are at present, perhaps,
beyond the limits of possibility, but are only so
because the means of effecting them have never
yet been fully utilised. This theory of democracy
we will consider in the following chapter.